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Board  Member  Kari  Kennedy  presents  Executive  Director 
Jodi Monroe $5,000 from the Opus Community Foundation. 
The grant was one of three Home Trust received in June.

Home Trust of Skagit board members took 
part in their annual retreat June 19 at the Skagit 
Transportation Center in Mount Vernon. 

Andrew  Miller,  Director  of  Business 
Retention  and  Expansion  with  the  Economic 
Development  Alliance  of  Skagit  County, 
facilitated  the  discussion.  Miller  is  versed  in 
strategy,  leadership  development,  and 
executive coaching.

Thirteen  of  the  14  board  members,  along 
with staff, attended the retreat. 

New  board  members  Connie  Pommels, 
Derrick Baer, Vanessa Scee, and Jennifer Martin 
told their fellow board members their reasons 
for wanting to be on the board.

Miller led discussion about Home Trust’s mission 
and  how  the  organization  can  tell  its  story  in  a 
compelling way through outreach and publicity. The 

board  also  talked  about  the  effectiveness  of  its 
committees. President Kent Haberly said that over the 
next month, the board would re-evaluate the board’s 

See Retreat on Next Page

Home  Trust  of 
Skagit received $7,250 in 
grant  funds  from  three 
sources in the month of 
June. 

Regence Blue Shield 
gave  Home  Trust  $250. 
The  Archdiocese  of 
Seattle granted $2,000 as 
part  of  its  Catholic 
Campaign  for  Human 
Development  program. 
The  Opus  Community 
Foundation gifted $5,000 

to  the  community  land 
trust.  Board  members 
Wendie  Granberg  and 
Kari  Kennedy,  who 
represent  Regence  and 
Opus Bank, respectively, 
were instrumental in the 
acquisition  of  the  grant 
funds.

“We are thankful for 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y 
partners,” said Executive 
Director Jodi Monroe. 
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Home Trust News
Home Trust of Skagit  July 2017

Groundbreaking  has  begun  at  the  Summerlynd  site  for  Home 
Trust’s  homes.  BYK  Construction  will  build  four  homes  in  the 
Summerlynd neighborhood, located in downtown Mount Vernon. 
A ribbon-cutting ceremony will take place later this month.

Summerlynd Breaks Ground
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A Fresh Perspective
The rental 
units at 
Channel Cove, 
Home Trust of 
Skagit’s La 
Conner 
neighborhood, 
will undergo 
painting 
beginning 
Monday, July 
17. Stop by 
Channel Cove, 
920 Park Street, and see how the neighborhood is shaping up.

Home Trust to Sponsor 
Mount Vernon Chamber 
Luncheon July 26 

Home Trust of Skagit will sponsor 
July’s Mount Vernon Chamber of 
Commerce Biz Buzz networking 
luncheon. The luncheon will take place 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., July 26, at the 
Skagit Valley Inn Convention Center. 
The center is located at 2300 Market St., 
in Mount Vernon. This would be a 
great opportunity for anyone 
associated with Home Trust of Skagit 
to promote our cause with other well-
connected business leaders in the 
community.

Fundraising Gathering 
Set for October 

Set the date. Home Trust will hold 
a fundraising event from 6 to 9 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 19, 2017, at Maple Hall, 
in La Conner. Details will be 
forthcoming. Please contact event 
planner Bill Craig if you have 
questions about the event and to 
donate toward our organization.

Board member Jennifer Martin talks with Executive Director Jodi Monroe 
while  members  Derrick Baer  and Steve Omdal  look on at  their  June 19 
board retreat. 

Home Trust of Skagit 
is a 501 (c) (3) 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping 
Skagit County 
residents earning less 
than 80 percent of the 

county area median income purchase 
their own home. We are located at 612 S. 
First Street, in Mount Vernon. Mailing 
address is P.O. Box 2444, Mount Vernon, 
WA  98273. Contact Executive Director 
Jodi Monroe or Community Outreach 
Coordinator Bill Craig at (360) 
428-0014, or by e-mailing 
info@hometrustofskagit.org, to donate 
or for more information.

RETREAT from page one 
committee  definitions  and 
purposes.  The  next  board 
meeting  takes  place  July  18  at 
Washington  Federal.  in  Mount 
Vernon

Executive  Director  Jodi 
Monroe said that she is pleased 
with  the  way  Miller  led  the 
discussion. She said holding the 
retreat was important so that the 

community  land  trust  can 
operate effectively.

“He engaged everybody in a 
fruitful discussion of why we are 
here,”  she  said.  “We  need  to 
further  secure  sustainable 
partnerships with the cities,  the 
county, and other entities to help 
solve  our  affordable  housing 
crisis in Skagit County.”
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